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Paul’s mission and aim 
in life was to share the 
word of God with those 

who would have no other opportunity to hear. So, in 
Romans 15:21-23 he challenged the church at Rome to 
support his proposed mission to those in Spain who 
were not being reached with the Gospel. To give his 
personal mission Biblical authority, Paul quoted an 
obviously Messianic passage from the prophet Isaiah 
(Isaiah 52:15). The context begins with the familiar 
reference to “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news,” and then 
it leads right into Isaiah 53 and the 
portrait of the “suffering servant” 
who “bore the sins of many.” 
The burning desire to reach the 
neglected and unreached masses 
bookends Paul’s entire ministry. 
The mission to Spain was not an 
aberration or isolated event. It was 
just one more natural step in an on-
going mission strategy. 

As you turn the pages of Lifeline, 
you will read about something we 
have call the Solar Event. You will 
read that faithful financial partners 
have helped us to reach and surpass 
our Phase One goal to provide 
solar-powered audio players to 
church leaders, preachers and 
missionaries in the remote villages 
of three African nations.

The 2014 Solar Event for Zimbabwe, Ghana and 
Liberia represents a step in the right direction but 
not the end-all. There are dozens of other nations in 
Africa where electricity is scarce or non-existent and 
where there are populations of adults who cannot 
read who need to be taught God’s word. Multiply 
that by thousands of communities in Asia, South and 
Central America and Mexico who “have not heard.” 

The strategy is to provide solar players loaded with 
Gospel teaching, an audio Bible and Christian hymns 
to one mission field after another, in English where 
applicable, and translated into the local languages 
where needed. 

The solar-powered missions strategy can impact 
millions around the world by providing:
•	 An innovative way to teach those who live with no 

electrical power.
•	 Verbal teaching to proclaim 
“faith by hearing” for those who 
cannot read.
•	 A Bible teaching and 
preaching tool for remote village 
congregations that have no local 
preacher or knowledgeable 
teachers.
•	 An effective and economical 
way to reach unreached areas 
of the world when preachers 
and missionaries are simply not 
available in sufficient numbers to 
reach all of the communities.
•	 A preacher training curriculum 
for those who have no access to 
good training schools.
•	 A way to multiply the efforts 
of existing Gospel workers by 
providing a way to teach in several 
locations at the same time. 

As you continue to participate in the next Solar 
Event, you will be helping to take the Gospel to the 
unreached in the next phase of a mission strategy to 
reach significant populations of neglected souls. Paul 
encouraged the Christians at Rome to take the next 
step in reaching the unreached. Let’s do the same. 
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Reaching the Neglected Masses
“Those who were not told about Him will see, 

and those who have not heard will understand.”
Romans 15:21

Providing 400 hours of 
Bible and Bible teaching 

in solar-powered 
devices is not so much 
an “isolated event” as 
it is a significant part 
of an ongoing missions 
strategy to reach those 
who otherwise would 

have no opportunity to be 
taught “the whole counsel 

of God.” 
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Sunset Vision Workshop 
January 21-24, 2015

Mark the Date
Plan to Attend

Spread the Word



THANK YOU  
FOR FULLY  

SUPPORTING  
PHASE I OF THE  
SOLAR EVENT
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Goal Already Reached for the 2,000 Solar-Powered Audio Players
Earlier this year we asked Churches of Christ and interested individuals across the nation for gifts to provide 2,000 

solar-powered audio players to the African nations of Ghana, Liberia and Zimbabwe.
The official target date to receive the gifts for the SOLAR EVENT and the official launch of implementation for Phase 

I was March 30, 2014. The goal has already been reached and gifts continue to come in. Hundreds of congregations 
from 35 states and hundreds of individuals participated in this great effort.

Because of the generosity of so many so quickly, we were able to begin delivery and distribution right away. In fact, 
over 400 players have already been delivered and distributed in Zimbabwe and Liberia and more are on the way. The 
first shipment to Ghana should arrive soon.

Exciting Early Returns
 With these first deliveries there are already encouraging “early returns.” Excitement is spreading. The solar players 

are already being used to evangelize in many areas, including prisons and schools. Leaders in these countries are 
already describing how many more congregations can now have regular Bible teaching using the solar players. 
Yes, the solar player is capturing the imagination of brethren here and in Africa. One preacher in Zimbabwe was so 
enthused that he blurted out “Who thought of this thing?” when he got a solar player.

Follow Up Strategy and Commitment
Our commitment was and is to get 2,000 solar players delivered and distributed during 2014 to Ghana, Liberia and 

Zimbabwe. As we shared above, that effort has already begun. In addition to following through on our commitment, 
we will also conduct training sessions with church leaders and other trusted brethren who have accepted the 
responsibility to see that the solar players are distributed in the best places and used in a way that will bring the 
intended fruit. We will be closely involved in this entire process. Sunset personnel will regularly be taking in more 
solar players, helping with training, chronicling results, providing reports and learning lessons to help improve 
future efforts.

More Requests – The Word is Out 
Not only have more opportunities already opened up in the three nations of Phase I, Ghana, Liberia and Zimbabwe, 

but the word is out around the world about the solar player. Requests are arriving from many more nations and most 
continents. Not only are there requests from more nations in Africa, but also requests are coming from 

Asia, India and Spanish-speaking countries and many other places asking if they can have solar 
players. We have already been praying for wisdom and guidance.

Since We Reached the Goal - What Now?
Reaching the goal is such a wonderful blessing for which we continue to give thanks to 

the Father above. We are grateful for 
so many generous and committed 
supporters. But this moment also brings 
decisions. What will be done with gifts 

Top: Preachers from the Mutare Bible School 
in Zimbabwe line up to receive the solar-

powered audio players.  
Left: Chris Swinford packs solar-powered 

audio players to carry to Liberia.
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above the goal? What do we need to do to ensure successful follow up? How do we 
respond to the many requests from around the world asking to receive solar players 
for their nation? These are some of the questions being contemplated.

Because Phase I is the first nationwide fund raising effort of its kind for Sunset 
and because we will deliver and distribute solar players to three nations where 
we will be training many people in multiple locations how to use the solar player 
this presents several logistical challenges. Because the solar player is actually a 
“first of its kind” mission strategy, we think we should maintain a singular focus 
on carrying out a successful execution of this effort. Without specific experience on 
this type mission strategy, we want to make sure we can faithfully and effectively 
carry out every aspect of this effort before expanding the effort. Therefore, we think 
it is prudent to dedicate all available resources, even any over subscription, to the 
current successful implementation of Phase I.

This does not mean that we have forgotten all of the other opportunities and 
requests that are begging a response. It just means that we will be good stewards 
if we execute Phase I in such a way that it is a solid foundation of implementation 
which can then inform, guide and bless what we anticipate will be a multi-phase 
effort over time in many nations on several continents.

Things are already moving well. Strategy sessions have already been held about 
what should be the next steps. We keenly feel the responsibility to reach others. 
However, our best path forward is to build on a solid rock at the beginning. But we 
are eager to reach others as well with the Gospel.

Updates Coming
Among the commitments we have made to this project is the one to keep our 

supporters and the brotherhood well informed. As we make periodic deliveries and 
distributions, we will be regularly and visibly informing you of the progress that is 
being made.

Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel. This is not only using an innovative 
development of solar technology, but it has allowed us to develop a whole new 
mission initiative that was not available before. We are breaking new ground in 
taking the Gospel to places it has never been before and probably would not have 
been able to go otherwise.

(Top right pictures) Preachers in Liberia excited to receive their solar-powered audio players from Sunset. 
(Bottom right)Two young preachers in Zimbabwe ready to use the audio players.  
(Below) A group of school children that will hear lessons from the audio player.



Report from Zimbabwe
July 2014
(As we deliver the solar-powered audio players 
to Africa, we are compiling individual reports 
about each visit. More reports can be found at 
http://www.sibi.cc/solar.)

My recent trip to Zimbabwe was mainly for 
the distribution of the solar players. The 
primary avenue of distribution was through the 
faculty and students of the Mutare School of 
Preaching. The first solar player was given 
to the Chairman of the Board of the school 
who works with several congregations to the 
southwest of the school.

Eighty players were distributed to students of the 
school who will use them to reinforce and deepen 
their training and to help them prepare the lessons 
they will give at various congregations, especially 
during their ten-week field practice. They will do 
evangelistic studies and strengthen the church and 
new converts.

The students and faculty see the solar player as 
a great tool for their work, which is why they 
stood in line in the hot sun to receive the 
solar players.

During the break at the workshop Saturday 
night, I walked over to visit with some men 
at the barbecue pit who were cooking for the 
group. As I got closer I could hear the solar 
player. They had hooked up the solar player to the car 
radio and were listening to the book of Genesis, and it was 
loud enough for all around to hear.

I was also able to give solar players to two church leaders from Mozambique 
who live just across the border. They serve congregations who are 
struggling without preachers.

Others took solar players. The preachers in Zimbabwe are very evangelistic 
and are willing to travel great distances in order to save the lost and 
strengthen the saved. They view the solar players as a great tool for their 
work. They are very grateful for the solar players and thankful that we 
were able to make them available in Zimbabwe.

Tim Burow, Dean of International Studies

Total Solar Units  
Delivered to Date: 614

SUNSE
Means the World
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SUNSET INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
83RD GRADUATING CLASS

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY

Jaime Maddox 
Cedar Creek, Texas

James Blair
School of Missions, 

Lesotho

Joshua Beck 
School of Missions, 

Lesotho

Luke Beard 
Troy, Michigan

Wisam Al-Ithawi
Taylor, Michigan

Jason Ulibarri 
Lubbock, Texas

BACHELOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

Polly Charlton
Glenrothes, Scotland

Michael Cantrell
School of Missions, 

Mexico

Kim Cantrell
School of Missions, 

Mexico

Fred Bowman 
North Lewisburg, Ohio

J.D. Berry
Hollis, Oklahoma

Luis Hernandez 
Crosbyton, Texas

William Mitcham, Jr. 
Texas City, Texas

Diana McAdams 
Port Elizabeth, South 

Africa

Joshua Lopez 
Glendale, Arizona

Johnathan Ledbetter
School of Missions, 

Canada

Michael Hyams 
Lubbock, Texas

Mary Mitcham 
Texas City, Texas

Thomas Pruett
School of Missions, 

Canada

Allen Phillips
Glenrothes, Scotland

Lindsey Peebles 
Great Falls, Montana

Kamohelo Oliphant
School of Missions, 

Lesotho

Kari-Ann Mitchell 
School Missions

Chancy Simmons 
Levelland, Texas

Danny Wilson
School of Missions, 

Cambodia

Loran Wagener 
Diamond Spring, 

California

Michael Thys
Hempstead, Texas

Dakota Thornton
Lubbock, Texas

Moriah Thomason 
Wichita Falls, Texas

Ravy Wilson
School of Missions, 

Cambodia
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YES count on me/us to help support the training of preachers, & missionaries of God’s Word.

[ ] YES, I/we will help. Enclosed is my one-time gift in the amount of $__________________.

[ ] YES, I/we will help on a monthly basis in the amount of $__________________ per month.

[  ] Please use my money for the support of the Solar Event.

You may also give online by clicking the “Donate” button at www.sibi.cc
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 	 Email:______________________________

Address: _ _________________________________________________________________ 	 Phone: _ ___________________________

City:________________________________________________________________________ 	 State:_______________________________ 	 Zip:____________

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________________________ 	 Expiration Date:_ _________________

Credit Card Type: Visa / Mastercard / Discover _____________________ 	 CVV/CID:__________________________

Sunset International Bible Institute • 3723 34th Street • Lubbock, Texas 79410 • 800/658-9553 • www.sibi.cc

SUNSET INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
83RD GRADUATING CLASS

ASSOCIATE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

Alyssa Thys
Hempstead, Texas

Amy Pruett
School of Missions, 

Canada

Nicola Phillips
Glenrothes, Scotland

Amarylis Ledbetter
School of Missions, 

Canada

Katherine Blair
School of Missions, 

Lesotho

Elissa Wagener 
Diamond Spring, 

California

MASTER OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

Nick Perez Kevin Smith Lorenzo Carl Hanna, Jr. 

BACHELOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
by EXTERNAL STUDIES

Gary Kiser

S t u d e n t  S c h o l a r s h i p s  N e e d e d

35-40 NEW students are hoping to begin their Bible training on August 11.
An additional $6,000/month in scholarship funds would provide future ministers, missionaries 
and Gospel preachers with the remainder of their support needs. 

Please help provide for these and others.
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Memorial & Honor Gifts

Gifts in honor of or in 
memory of provide an 
excellent way to follow 
the biblical principle 
of “honor to whom 
honor is due,” while 
supporting fruitful and 
worthy ministries.

We would like to give a gift to the Sunset International Bible Institute of $__________
[ ] In Memory of _____________________________________________________________

[ ] In Honor of (Occasion) _ _____________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________ 	
 

This gift is from (Name): _______________________________________________________

 Address _________________________________________________________________

 City____________________________________________ State & Zip ________________

Send acknowledgements to (Name): _ ___________________________________________

 Address _________________________________________________________________

 City____________________________________________ State & Zip ________________

Send to: Sunset • Attention: Truitt Adair • 3723 34th Street • Lubbock, TX 79410

GIFTS IN HONOR or IN MEMORY OF

November 1, 2013 - May 31, 2014
In Honor of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by

Campbell, Bill	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Cannon, Joe	 Keith & Karen Shepherd
Cheatham, Louise	 Mac Farrar Family
Collier, Robert	 W. R. Collier family
Cope, Joe	 Dot Cunningham
Cornelius, Gene	 Carla Phillips

David & Vi Turnbough
David Smith

Delores Southerland
Edwin & Mary Alice Foster

Gayla Hodges
James & Phyllis Cox

Joyce Brown
Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Vera Boatwright

Cox, Clodis	 Roger & Lesa Pinkerton
Cox, Joe	 Bill Graves Family

Dee & Sandy Ellis
Dr. & Mrs. Don Williams
Gene & Kerma McGuire

James & Phyllis Cox
Jerry Brown

LaMoine Harrison
Laura Akin

Marilena Brigham
Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Speedy & Nancy Hart
Crosby, Melissa	 Norma Minnick
Crozier, Sharon	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Curry, Mary	 Ken Miller

Tom & Lois Phillips
Curtis, Phillip & Jane	 Dale & Denise Curtis

All Christian Women	 Anonymous Donor
Anderson, Kay	 Nancy Hart
Billings, Barry & Vicky	 Robert & Eleanor 

Haller
Chisholm, Bruce & Gene	Dee & Sandy Ellis
Collier, W. R. & Mary	 Steve Collier & 

family
Decker, Barbra	 Pearl Church of Christ
Dycus, Altha	 Their children: Jay Dycus, 

Frank and Tomi Covington, & Anthony and 
Joann Dycus

Gilliam, Doyle & Louise	 Dot Cunningham
Goodyear, Dan & Joyce	 Kimberley Meisels

The Ortiz & Allison Family
Hayes, Mike & Becky	 Fred and Ann Gibson
Henderson, Parker & Donna	 Dot 

Cunningham
Leonard, Nancy	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Paden, Jo	 Bobbie N. Wright
Reeves, Doug & Marge	 William R. Wright
Thornton, Bruce & Janelle	 James & Phyllis 

Cox
Worley, Roger	 Morgantown C/C-

Morgantown, KY
In Memory of	 Given by 
Baird, Jo	 Carol Holcomb and Donald Trent

Carolyn Sturdivant
Central Church of Christ-Tulia

Ed & Sib Workman
Larry & Margaret Wakefield

Sue McGarity
Baker, Mitch	 James & Anna Bridges
Beil, David	 Dee & Sandy Ellis

Bettinger, Edward 	 Bonita Bettinger
Bishop, Billie “Jan”	 John Shaw
Bishop, Jan	 Jim & Jan Corley
Blassingame, Marilyn	 Mac Farrar Family
Board, Mike	 Tom & Lois Phillips
Boles, Charlotte	 Mac Farrar Family
Bowden, Flora	 James Coffman
Boyles, Jo	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
Bradshaw, Nell	 Laura Akin
Brasher, Jim & Connie	 Jon Brasher

Medical Doctor Associates
North Atlanta C/C-Atlanta, GA
Willie Dale & Tanya Alexander

Brewer, Bob	 James L. Cook
Brockman, John	 Larry & Maudie Taylor
Brumley, Geraldine	 Fred & Ann Gibson
Buckel, Walter	 Dee & Sandy Ellis 

Charles & Hoycille Valentine
Don & Phyllis Williams

Gayla Hodge
Joanna Nelson

Larry & Quay Roberts
Lawanna Smith

Leta Sarten
Margaret Kearney

Pat Anderson
Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Tammy & Sue Nesbitt
Wanda Wilkins

Burrow, Sidney	 Bobbie Hill
Bush, Jim	 Dee & Audra Martin
Butler, Henry	 David Smith
Cacy, Rhonda	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
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In Memory of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by
Daffin, Mildred	Mike Russell’s Life-Group at 

McDermott Rd. C/C - Plano
Dalton, Carol	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Dando, Doris Ann	 James Dando
Daugherty, Amy Noelle	 Eugene & Jackie 

Dewveall
Davis, Elois	 Lavelle Eicke
Dawdy, Roger	 John & Judy Dunlap

W.R. Collier
Douglas, Wanda	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Drum, Don	 Lavelle Eicke
Dycus, Gene	 James & Anna Bridges
Dycus, Larkin	 Anthony & Joann Dycus

Frank & Tomi Covington
Jay Dycus  

Eberhart, Ella Mae	 Mac Farrar Family
Evans, Billy Wayne	 Michael & Gwynda 

Brantley
Flanary, Sammy	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Tom & Lois Phillips
Flenniken, Larry	 Norma Minnick
Forehand, Bob	 Mike & Sharon Williams
Furrh, Kenneth	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Gilmore, Jensen	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Gipson, Norman	 Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 

Hoover
Goodyear, Gwen	 Dan Goodyear
Gordon, David	 LaMoine & LaNell Harrison
Green, Franklin	 Loren Green
Gustin, Karen	 Mac Farrar Family
Ham, Ruth	 Ken Miller
Harding, Hazel	 Mac Farrar Family
Hare, Roy Olen	 Mac Farrar Family
Hatcher, Bill	 Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hoover
Hibbitts, Jack Norton	 James Coffman
Hobbs, Jessie Faye	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Holt, Dorothy	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Hood, Dr. Maurice	 Austin, TX, Fire 

Department
Bob & Jan Crockett

Carla Phillips
Church of Christ, Matador, TX

David Smith
Delores Southerland
James & Phyllis Cox

Marilena Brigham
Michael Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. George Dawson
Roaring Springs C/C

Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX

Ted & Kitty Ware
Vera Boatwright

Hood, Dr. Maurice & Johnnie	 Laura Akin
Hoover, John E.	Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Hoover
Horton, Es & Gladys 	 Patricia Anne Smith
Hulsey, Margie	 Jack & Ricki Moss
James, Rhea	 Mac Farrar Family
Johnson, Herman	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Johnson, Jo	 Ken Miller
Jones, Bob	 Bob & Jan Crockett
	 Broadview C/C-Broadview, NM

Jones, Bob 	 Elise & Joe Haley
Hoycille Valentine

James & Phyllis Cox
John & Judy Dunlap

Marilena Brigham
Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Speedy & Nancy Hart
The Mac Farrar Family

Vera Boatwright
Kelley, Clancy	 Marilena Brigham
Kim, Youngchi	 Mike & Su Shin
King, Doris	 David & Vi Turnbough

Delores Southerland
Don & Phyllis Williams

Gene & Modine Lundgren
Glen & Doris Fleming

Laura Akin
Marilena Brigham

Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Tom & Lois Phillips

Kingston, Clay	 Judy Kingston
Kingston, Glen	 Judy Kingston
Koemel, Fred	 Pat Anderson
Lincoln, Abe	 Bob Brandon
Luke, Imogene	 Jim & Janet Corley
Lusk, Ruth	 James & Anna Bridges
Magnus, Karen Ann (Newland)	 J.C. & 

Dorothy Newland
Martin, Bob	 Lee & Debbie Tillman
Maxey, Lowell	 Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Mason
McFarland, Jack	 Vera Boatwright
McGuire, Larry	 Leon & Joan Chuesberg
Medders, Seburne	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Medley, Donnie Ray	 James & Anna Bridges
Minnick, Jim	 Ken Miller
Minnick, Juanita	 Ruth Oldham
Molloy, Ken	 Pat Molloy
Moore, Hythen	 LaWanna Smith

Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Morgan, Joe	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Morrison, Ernie	 Larry & Sandra Gordy
Muller, Elbert	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Neathery, Maurice	 Lois Neathery
Nelson, Lora	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Newman, Joyce	 LaMoine Harrison
Ortiz, Joe	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Paden, Cline	 Bobbie N. Wright
Pallock, Elaine	 David Smith
Perry, Don	 Ken Miller

Randy & Paige Baldridge
Stephen & Tracy Coffman

Philips, Joe	 Ken Miller
Phillips, Herman	 Patricia Anne Smith
	 Tom & Lois Phillips
Poteet, Jim	 Ken Miller
Price, Flora Lee	 James & Anna Bridges
Pringle, Eugene	 Jean Renfrow & Daughters
Pruitt, Charis	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine

David & Vi Turnbough
Delores Southerland

Gayla Hodge
Patricia Scott

Pruitt, Charis	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Tom & Lois Phillips

Pruitt, Joyce	 Ken Miller
Mac Brockman

Railey, Ruby	 Mac Farrar Family
Richardson, George	 Al & Bonnie Young
Rogers, Emma Jo	 Jana Jones
Rogers, Jay & Jo	 Bob & Jan Crockett
Rogers, Jo	 Dean, Lane, Derese, & DeLane 

Davis
Laura Akin

Max & Dee Ann Odom
Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Rothmann, Tom	 Gene & Kerma McGuire
Russell, Gene	 Mike Russell’s Life-Group at 

McDermott Rd. C/C - Plano
Scott, Charles F. 	 Neva & Paul Cooper
Sermon, Alma	 James & Anna Bridges
Shady, Jim	 Margaret Shady
Sharp, Nesby & Mae	 Ellen Stalcup Crass
Smith I, James Henry	 Laura Akin
Smith, Chuck	 Patricia Anne Smith
Smith, Judith	 Homer & Norma Benson
Smith, Kevin	 Charles & Jane Moore

David & Judy Bridges
David Smith

Dee & Sandy Ellis
Delores Southerland
James & Phyllis Cox

Jean Renfrow
Laura Akin

Nell Skidmore
Rusty & Sue Russwurm

Smith, Mary Anna “Marijo”	 Mac Farrar 
Family

Sneed, Evalyn	 Ken Miller
Stewart, Kathy	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Stewart, Ted	 Ken Miller
Tate, Gary	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Tilory, Peggy	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Trujillo, Erlinda	 Mac Farrar Family
Turner, Kenneth Lynn	 Craig & Nancy 

Herren
Tyler, Danny	 Mac Farrar Family
Villegas, Ragelo	 James & Anna Bridges
Watson, E.R.	 Dee & Sandy Ellis and Family
Webb, Morris	 Gordon & Patricia 

Gruetzmacher
Larry & Rena Wilson

Lela Mae Nevins
Tommy & Betty Womack

Whited, Danny	 Speedy & Nancy Hart
Whitmore, Ruby	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Wilson, Bonnie	 Margaret Slayton
Wilson, Roy	 Laura Akin

Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Worley, Roger	 Morgantown C/C-

Morgantown, KY
Wright, Archie	 Dan & Nawona Lyssy



Bruce Thornton, 63, was diagnosed a few months ago with a 
rare but deadly disease which took his life 

early Saturday morning, July 26, 2014. Bruce was a beloved elder and long-time member of 
the Sunset Church of Christ in Lubbock, having grown up at Sunset, attending the earliest 
meetings of the congregation as a child in his parents’ arms. As a young man, he learned 
the heating, air conditioning and plumbing trade and began his own business with nothing 
but his skill, a keen business mind and faith. His business grew into one of the largest and 
most respected in Lubbock, with over 120 employees. For all of his business achievements, 
Bruce considered his spiritual pursuits even more important. He made 22 mission trips 
to India and Africa, helping to plant and strengthen congregations and equip leaders. 
He worked closely with Gary Walker, fellow-elder and founder of India City Evangelism, 
in developing and growing the ministry. Bruce has served for over a decade as the Vice-
Chairman of the SIBI Board of Directors and as a member of the Sunset Council. He and 
his wife, Janelle, have been generous supporters of the various ministries and people of the 
Bible Institute. In May of 2010 Bruce completed the funding and construction of the SIBI 
World Missions Center, which houses our Missions Department, International Division and 
Spanish language interactive classes. Bruce will be missed by the Sunset Church, by Sunset 
International Bible Institute, by thousands of Christians in nations around the world, and, 
of course, by his loving family. Because of the love of God and the grace of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Bruce is now at home.
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Darrell Boswell, ‘73, died unexpectedly November 21, 2013, 
in Searcy, Arkansas. Please pray for his wife Sue. 

Kenneth Hoover, Sunset Council Member, died 
June 30, 2014, at the age of 77.  Kenneth served 
with zealous commitment and an effective 
preaching ministry in Kentucky, Illinois, 
Tennessee, Missouri, and Arizona; however 
his message of Good News transcended these 
United States and many places around the 
world.

Bertha Jaramillo, wife of Manuel Jaramillo, ‘80, 
died January 15, 2014, at the age of 70. Manny 
and Bertha served in ministry for many years 
at the Third and Kilgore Church of Christ in 
Portales, New Mexico. Two of their children, 
Bill Jaramillo and Rosa McCurtain, graduated 
from Sunset in 2000. 

Gordon Kemper, Missions ‘81, died from 
Parkinson’s disease September 30, 2013, in 
Leander, Texas, at the age of 81. In 1981 he 
graduated from the Missions program at 
the Sunset School of Preaching, and for the 
next three years he and his wife, Mary Nell, 
lived in Mexico City. There they taught at 
the International American School, and he 
preached for an English-speaking church. 
Upon returning to the states, Kemper established Casa 
Sonrisa, a children’s home in Torreon, Mexico. For the last 
two decades, this endeavor has helped hundreds of children, 
while remaining an all-volunteer work in the United States.

Robert “Bob” Lamp, ‘72, died June 11, 2014. After graduating 
from Sunset, Bob preached in Waynesboro, Georgia; Tahoka, 
Texas; Hialeah, Florida; and Lake Worth, Florida. After many 
years of poor health, Bob died of respiratory failure and 
COPD. He is survived by his wife Sandy and two sons.

Bruce on one of his 22 trips to India. Bruce and Janelle with Truitt Adair at the ribbon cutting for the World Missions Center in May 2010.



The AIM program begins with a new class every August. The new students are involved in very intensive 
classroom training, however much of the training happens outside of the classroom. Each year we travel 
thousands of miles to various camps, churches and workshops, which creates a challenge for the appropriate 

kind of transportation we need, and borrowing or chartering transportation becomes a very difficult problem. 
More than 10 years ago the Lone Oak Church of Christ in Paducah, Kentucky (the sponsoring congregation for 
Kris and Barb Smith), began loaning their bus to AIM to make their annual trip to bring the class out to Paducah. 
They would drive their bus to Lubbock and then fly home while we would use the bus to travel to Kentucky and 
the World Missions Workshop and then head back to Lubbock. Afterward they would fly back to Lubbock and 
drive their bus back to Kentucky. I know of very few who would be willing to do that, but they have continued 
for many years. This year Lone Oak was able to buy a newer bus and the church decided to give their older, well-
maintained bus to the AIM program. 

I have dreamed for years of so many possibilities we would have in ministry, recruiting and our training if we 
had the right transportation, but the cost of chartering was so high that we could only dream. If it were physically 
possible, I believe I would have hundreds and hundreds of past, current and future AIM students standing 
alongside of the AIM staff to tearfully say, “Thank you!” Our purpose for the bus is to ultimately increase our 
recruiting efforts, travel safely and open the door to service and training opportunities that have so far been 
unavailable because of transportation limititations. I am so thankful and proud to be a part of the work of the 
Lone Oak Church of Christ! 
Kris Smith, Director of AIM
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Joe Owen Sr., WFR ‘76, died July 20, 2013, at 
the Northeast Louisiana War Veteran’s Home 
in Monroe, Louisiana, at the age of 85. Joe 
moved to West Monroe, Louisiana, in 1974 
to attend the Whites Ferry Road School of 
Biblical Studies, later serving as instructor. He 
later preached at the Bethel Church of Christ 
in Calvin, Louisiana. He returned to Calhoun, 
Louisiana, to work as a warehouse and shipping manager at 
Howard Publishing and caretaker and cook of Camp Ch-Yo-
Ca. During this time he preached at Cotton Valley Church 
of Christ and St. Joseph Church of Christ in Tensas Parish. 
He helped establish congregations at Lakeview, Tacoma, 
Washington, and West Ouachita Church of Christ.

Andrew Rieder, Ex-AIM Class 2006, died as 
a result of injuries received in an automobile 
accident in Huntsville, Alabama, on November 18, 
2013, at the age of 34.

Sheila Shakra-Wierda (wife of Mal Shakra, ‘77, who passed 
away in 2001) passed away June 26, 2014. Her late husband 
was the preacher at Sunset Church of Christ in Carlsbad, New 
Mexico. Sheila remarried and was living in Montana.

E. R. Watson, friend of several Sunset 
instructors, has gone on to be with the Lord. 
He died unexpectedly on April 3, 2014, at the 
age of 83 in Friona, Texas. He preached in 
several small churches and hosted campaigns 
from Sunset many times. He was close to Ted 
Kell and Richard Rogers and could quote 
scriptures along with them.



Renewed Excitement 
About Sunset’s Deaf 
Ministry Program

The 53rd National Deaf Christian Workshop was hosted by 
the Sunset Church of Christ this past June. There were 
around 135 participants in the workshop from all over the 

United States. The theme of the workshop was How Beautiful Are 
the Feet of Those Who Bring Good News. The workshop was a great 
success and helped to highlight the fact that there is a great 
need in deaf ministry around the world. It has been said that 
there are more than 70 million people who use sign language 
to communicate and that only 2% of the deaf population have 
heard the Gospel message.

Because of this, Sunset International Bible Institute has 
renewed their effort to train more Gospel preachers for the 
deaf. Mike and Kim Cantrell (‘14 alumni) are planning to be part 
of the Missions program at Sunset this fall and are currently 
seeking support to begin working in Mexico City, Mexico, 
where there is already a small deaf congregation in need of 
assistance as well as over a million deaf individuals in just this 
city alone. We have also brought Enrique Gonzalez, one of the 
leading members of the deaf church in Mexico City, to train for 
the next three years at Sunset so that he will be better equipped 
to return to his home country and preach the Gospel.

Another part of our vision for the future of deaf ministry 
is to begin live streaming all of the deaf classes online. Deaf 
individuals around the country will be able to watch the class 
live online and communicate with the instructors via a chat 
room discussion as well as direct video communication. Several 
have shown interest in this new method of learning as they 
can take classes but still live in their communities assisting with 
their local congregations. Mark Lowenstein (‘99 alumnus) has 
agreed to serve as an adjunct instructor and will be teaching 
classes online from where he is a local minister in Phoenix, 
Arizona. This will allow him to continue ministering to one of 
our larger deaf congregations in the United States.

There are eight students who will be enrolled this fall in our 
residential program here in Lubbock, Texas, and we are eager 
to watch God continue to work in their lives as they prepare 
to move into full-time ministry. While we are excited about 
the way God continues to work in our work with the deaf, 
none of this comes without cost, and we are currently looking 
for strategic partners who will assist us in training deaf men 
and women to reach out to the millions of deaf in their own 
language with the Gospel. 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can 
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless 
they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!’ - Romans 10:14-15

Dennis Wilson, Deaf Instructor
Pictured right from top to bottom: Logo for the 2014 National Deaf Christian 

Workshop, Mike and Kim Cantrell assisting with the workshop, Enrique Gonzalez, 
and Mark Lowenstein telling the Parable of the Sower

14  •  Sunset International Bible Institute



Jim McGuiggan Books - 15% Off

COMMENTARIES
Ezekiel. A great study of an often neglected book, 
examining how God used prophecy, symbolic acts and 
preaching to prepare his wayward people for exile.
#456. Paperback, 365 pages. $19.99....................Sale $16.99

DANIEL. An in-depth look at the prophet in Babylon and 
his many prophecies concerning coming world events 
and the “Son of Man.”
#373. Paperback, 242 pages. $15.99....................Sale $13.59

ROMANS. A detailed study on Paul’s great presentation 
on judgment, justification, the Holy Spirit, and the 
Christian life.
#457. Paperback, 492 pages. $22.00....................Sale $18.70

REVELATION. Examine the grand theme of this grand 
book… the assured victory of the saints over Satan and 
his dark kingdom!
#455. Paperback, 365 pages. $19.99....................Sale $16.99

I CORINTHIANS. “The Corinthian congregation was a 
wild and woolly group, but their basic problems are the 
same we face in congregations today.” – the author.
#1540. Paperback, 378 pages. $19.99..................Sale $16.99

LIFELINE SPECIAL!
Complete set of the 5 commentaries listed above!

Save an additional 5% off our regular price
Regular $97.96 – SALE $78.37

Phone Orders Only! Not on Internet.

800/687-2121 • www.extensionschool.com • 806/788-3280

Sale Prices Good thru September 30, 2014

GENESIS AND US. Covers the creation, faith in God, sin, 
covenants, and the beginning of the Jewish people.
#488. Paperback, 315 pages. $12.00....................Sale $10.00

THE DRAGON SLAYER. How the love of God and 
sacrifice of Christ destroyed Satan’s power.
#753. Paperback, 202 pages. $8.99........................Sale $7.50

CELEBRATING THE WRATH OF GOD. A study of 
human suffering and God’s loving pursuit of us.
#545. Paperback, 232 pages. $17.99....................Sale $15.00

A BAPTISM WORTH TALKING ABOUT. How baptism 
is an event more significant than acknowledged by many.
#2775. Paperback, 74 pages. $8.99........................Sale $7.50

THE GOD OF THE TOWEL. Coming to know the heart 
of God toward us by examining His sacrifice and service.
#547. Paperback, 262 pages. $18.95....................Sale $16.00

THE GOD WHO COMMANDS THE IMPOSSIBLE – 
Reflections on the Prophets. See how the Old Testament 
prophets called for a faith lived out for God.
#548. Paperback, 130 pages. $10.00......................Sale $8.50

JESUS – HERO OF THY SOUL. We find in the Christ 
someone who inspires us to live beyond ourselves and 
who helps us live up to the call of our Creator.
#749. Paperback, 304 pages. $20.95....................Sale $17.80

Order Online at
www.extensionschool.com
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S  E  N  D    Y  O  U  R

B  E  S  T

T  R  A  I  N    T  O    S  P  R  E  A  D    T  H  E    K  I  N  G  D  O  M
To learn more about how you or someone you know can be trained to 

advance the Kingdom in a variety of innovative and e�ective ways, contact 
Larry Crosby by email at Larry.Crosby@sibi.cc or call 806.788.3287. 

Do something  that  wi l l  l a s t  fo r  good!
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