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All leadership is temporary and transitional. Like it or 
not, all leaders will, sooner or later, yield their place 
of leadership to others. Moses passed the leadership 

baton to Joshua. David passed the baton to Solomon. The 
Apostle Paul passed the baton to Timothy. A smooth 
succession of leadership in any organization, including 
churches and para-church groups, could be the difference 
between those organizations thriving and growing or 
diminishing and dying in the next generation. It was 23 
years ago when Cline Paden passed the baton to me. In 
this publication you will read about leadership transitions, 
including the succession plan for the presidency of Sunset 
International Bible Institute, only the second in the 54 
year existence of SIBI. Successful leadership transitions 
do not just happen, they are the result of applying several 
important principles.

Successful transitions must be timely. 
“For everything there is a season; and a time for every 

matter under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) Some leaders in 
churches and other Christian organizations have clung to 
their position well past their leadership effectiveness. This 
often leads to conflict, hurt feelings and negative impact 
on both the leader and the organization. In describing the 
“seven seasons of a man’s life,” J. Dewitt Talmage labels 
the 70th decade of a leaders’ life as “Finishing Touches.” 
He says, “If the leader can resist the temptation to live in the 
past, he may gracefully pass the baton of his experience to others.” 
At almost 72 years of age, it is time for me to begin the 
process of passing the baton to a younger leader. Sunset 
needs someone who can lead this ministry for the next 20 
to 25 years. 

Successful transitions require intentional planning. 
Smart spiritual leaders don’t wait for a crisis to begin 

planning for succession. Paul did not wait until he was 
given a death sentence to plan for ministry succession. He 
had been training Timothy, Titus and a growing group of 
leaders for years. In an article on leadership change, Steve 

Nardizzie said, “The most important thing non profits 
can do to insure a successful change in leadership is to 
have a succession plan in place.” Several years ago, Bob 
Crockett, SIBI Board Chairman, and I began to discuss 
a succession plan for SIBI. The idea was placed before 
the board of directors (comprised of the Sunset Church 
of Christ elders) months ago and after much prayer and 
opportunity for discussion and input, the plan that you 
will read about in this publication was approved.

Successful transitions must be value based. 
Succession involves change. Future growth and health in 

any organization will involve changing methodologies to 
increase effectiveness with newer generations. However, 
some things must not change. Biblical values must remain 
constant through the changing generations of leadership. 
In Judges 2:7-10, we learn that Israel remained faithful as 
long as Joshua and the elders he appointed were alive, 
but when they passed from the scene, another generation 
grew up that did not know the Lord. The next verse says 
“and the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord.” Moses passed the Lord’s values to Joshua and 
Joshua passed those values to the elders. Apparently the 
breakdown happened because the elders that succeeded 
Joshua did not pass the knowledge of the Lord and His 
values to the generation that followed them. I cannot 
answer for all of the succeeding generations of our 
ministry, but you can be assured that the next leader of 
SIBI will share the values that we hold dear, values that 
have guided this ministry for 54 years.

God has done amazing things through the ministry of 
Sunset International Bible Institute from 1962 until now. 
The best days of SIBI are not in the past but in the future. 
Pray for a successful transition over the next two years. 
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THERE IS NO SUCCESS 
WITHOUT SUCCESSION

“The things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able 

to teach others also.” II Timothy 2:2



•Worship Leader: Keith Lancaster
•Early Bird Sessions: Jim McGuiggan
•Keynote Speakers: C.L. Thomas, Trey Morgan, Kerry 
Williams, Michael Whitworth, Ferman Carpenter, and Truitt 
Adair
•Workshop Banquet: Charles Speer (tickets $15 each)
•Satellite School Training	 •Women’s Program 	
•AIM Camp Adventure	 •Velocity Youth Program 

More Information & Registration Online 
http://www.sibi.cc/workshop

Classes on: Evangelism, Church Growth, Missions
Leadership and much more

Vision Vision w o r k s h o p

2 0 1 7

S U N S E T

In this Issue
On the Cover
Class pictures from each decade of 
the school reflect the changes and 
growth at Sunset through the years.

Features
3	 Presidential  
	 Transition

5	 Extending Sunset  
	 Around the World

7 	 Sunset’s 85th  
	 Graduating Class

Updates
9	 Memorials & Gifts

11	 Departures

12	 New Face &  
	 a New Position

13	 Online School Gets  
	 a New Dean

14	 Extension School Special



3  •  Sunset International Bible Institute

The board of directors of Sunset International 
Bible Institute, at the beginning the school’s fifty-
fifth year of operation, is hereby announcing 

that Truitt Adair, president of the Institute for the 
past twenty-three years, will be changing roles. At his 
request, he will be relinquishing the institute’s chief 
executive officer position at the beginning of the 2018 
academic year, at which time he will begin serving in a 
new role as chancellor.

“Truitt has been a visionary leader for Sunset, having 
led the institute through an incredible period of growth 
over the past two decades,” stated Bob Crockett, 
chairman of the board of directors. “The timing of 
this leadership transition is his idea, and it gives us 
opportunity to engage a steady and thoughtful search 
process over the next two years.”

“This is something that I have contemplated for a 
couple of years,” stated Truitt. “I love Sunset, and I am 
not planning to go anywhere. At this time of stability 
and healthy ministry, I want to help the next president 
enjoy the same supportive mentoring that I received 
when founding president Cline Paden passed the 
baton of leadership to me in 1993.”

According to officials, Truitt will continue in his role 
as president until the appointment of his replacement. 
At that time, he will assume duties as chancellor, 
serving actively on the leadership team, mentoring the 
new president, and participating in other capacities as 
needed.

A transition committee has been appointed by the 
board of directors, chaired by Dr. Gary Walker. Others 
serving include Bob Crockett, Lowell Johnson, Monty 
Pettyjohn, Virgil Yocham, Brad Pruitt, Ben Myers, 
and Mark Samsill. Though not serving as an official 
member, Truitt will serve as an advisor and consultant 
with the committee. The transition committee will 
facilitate the search process and will welcome written 
recommendations from friends of SIBI who can 
help them identify qualified potential candidates. 
Recommendations for potential candidates along 
with the Profile of the President and Job Description can 
be made at the Sunset website, http://www.sibi.cc/
presidentialsearch.

Sunset International Bible Institute (originally 
known as Sunset School of Preaching) is dedicated 
to educating and preparing preachers, missionaries, 
and Bible-centered church leaders for Churches of 
Christ throughout the world. It is estimated that 
one in four preachers and missionaries in Churches 
of Christ today received their training at Sunset. 
Sunset has equipped over 3,300 men for ministry 
and mission work from its main campus in Lubbock, 
Texas; developed bachelors’ and masters’ degree 
tracks; established 72+ international branches to 
equip indigenous preachers on five continents; 
launched Adventures in Missions (AIM), a missions 
apprenticeship that has equipped over 2,000 young 
men and women for short-term mission work; initiated 
Senior AIM, training retirees for missions and service; 
created Satellite Schools in 137 congregations across 
the United States, offering biblical training for their 
members via distance learning; and established the 
SIBI Foundation, a growing legacy endowment fund. 
Sunset International Bible Institute has a total head 
count this fall of approximately 200 students enrolled 
in its residential program in Lubbock.

Profile of a President for Sunset 
International Bible Institute

Profile of Doctrinal Values
He must be a “man of the Book,” one committed 

to believing, teaching and preaching the inspired 
scriptures. While allowing for individual study 
and applications, his faith and understanding 
of fundamentals must be compatible with the 
commitments of the board of directors, administration 
and faculty of SIBI. A doctrinal questionnaire may 
be completed to determine compatibility on biblical 
doctrines that are deemed as fundamental to the core 
values of SIBI.

Profile of Character Qualities
He must be a man of impeccable honesty, morality 

and integrity. He must be confident and “comfortable 
in his own skin” but humble in how he presents 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION

Truitt and Cline discussing the first transition

Truitt was officially appointed in 1993
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himself to others. He must have control of his passions, 
including anger, jealousy, and temptation. He should 
be self-motivated and disciplined in his life and 
responses to problems. He should exhibit maturity, 
stability and a steady hand in dealing with decisions 
and with people.

Profile of Educational Qualifications
In addition to Bible training at SIBI it would be 

expected that a minimum of a liberal arts bachelor’s 
degree would be required. While not as essential, in 
today’s educational environment, it would be helpful 
to have graduate studies and advanced degrees.

Profile of Leadership Gifts and Skills
He should be a compelling public speaker who can 

motivate others from the Word of God regarding the 
needs and ministries of SIBI. He must be visionary 
in regard to the future, positioning SIBI for the next 
generation by understanding the times and seeing the 
“bumps in the road” and the next big needs before we 
get there. He must be a team player who knows how 
to function collaboratively with others while leading 
his team through trust and confidence. He must be a 
good listener who is willing to consider other’s needs, 
ideas and perspectives. He must be a good fundraiser 
who can convince others both publicly and personally 
of the value of investing in the ministries of SIBI, 
while inspiring trust in his leadership and direction. 
He must have a “get it done” application to wisely 
and decisively address and solve problems before 
they fester and escalate. Competence and leadership 
giftedness must be combined with good people skills 
which build trust from both donors and colleagues.

Profile of Ministry Experience
Experience as a gospel preacher in a local 

congregation is vital for one who will lead a school 

to train other preachers. Mission field experience is 
important for one who will head up a school that is 
international in name and nature. Evangelism and 
disciple building is important for a school whose 
purpose is to equip others to save the lost and fulfill the 
great commission. Ministry experience in counseling 
and dealing with people problems will be helpful in 
dealing with problem solving for students, faculty, 
supporters and partner congregations.

Profile of Family Values
Being happily and scripturally married for years, 

perhaps decades, to a wife who is supportive and 
encouraging of a ministry devoted to training 
preachers and missionaries is essential. It is important 
that the wife support the necessity for her husband to 
be gone on many weekends and occasionally for longer 
periods to mission fields and local congregations for 
seminars, gospel meetings and fundraising. It would 
be good if she could accompany him on some of those 
assignments, as time and schedules allow. The wife will 
serve as an example of a godly wife and mother who 
partners with and supports her husband’s ministry. 
Having raised children in the Lord will demonstrate 
some important leadership qualities needed in leading 
others.

Recently married individuals and one with children 
still at home may not be ideal for the level of travel 
required for this leadership role. 

Profile of SIBI Involvement (While helpful, this may 
not be essential).

Being an alumnus of SIBI would be important to 
understand and model who we are and what we stand 
for. Serving in multiple roles in our organization may 
help to give the big-picture view and scope of this 
ministry. Having served in a leadership role in some 
area of the organization might also demonstrate the 
gifts and people skills essential to the role. Selecting 
the next president from within the SIBI family certainly 
lessens the learning curve if one is truly qualified in the 
other areas. While recommended, it is not necessarily 
essential that we select from within, if others are more 
qualified and embody the presidential profile more 
completely.

TRANSITIONAL HISTORY:
•	 Cline Paden served as the director/president of 

Sunset School of Preaching for 31 years, 1962-1993.
•	 The Paden/Adair transition was four years, 1989-

1993 (first three years were a silent phase).
•	 In August of 1993, Paden was 74 years old and 

Adair was 48 years old.
•	 Adair became assistant director on the school’s 30th 

anniversary in 1992 and served one year in that 
role, before becoming the school’s second director/
president in 1993.

PROPOSED TRANSITION SCHEDULE:
•	 2017 - Complete selection process and announce 

choice for next president.
•	 2018 - Appoint new president at beginning of 

school – Adair completes 25 years as president and 
will be 74 years old in December of that year.

Truitt with Bob and Jan Crockett launching the Capital Campaign in 2005
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In every healthy ministry, there is always someone 
behind the scenes who works hard to ensure that the 
longevity and integrity of the ministry continues for 

multiple generations. It takes a special ability to make 
changes that fit with the culture of the times without 
changing the ongoing mission and ministry. It also takes 
great humility and character to observe the leadership 
of an organization and flourish without calling special 
attention to one’s own needs. For four decades, Virgil 
Yocham has worked with the Extension School of Sunset 
International Bible Institute. He has worked tirelessly 
to ensure that the teachings from the classrooms were 
carried as wide and as far as possible to help spread the 
Kingdom of God around the world. 

In February of 1972 Virgil Yocham came from Arizona 
to study at Sunset School of Preaching from. Halfway 
through his studies he was asked to help with the reel-to-
reel recordings that the school was doing at the time. Still 
in his last year in the school, Virgil became the assistant 
director for this new ministry. Upon graduation in 1974, 
Virgil took over as director of the Extension School. The 
main idea and dream of the Extension School was to 
go outside the classroom walls at Sunset and bring the 
classes into the homes and churches all over wherever 
English was spoken.

Until 1991 the Extension School was located in a little 
building about a mile from the Sunset Church of Christ. 
They took the reel-to-reel recordings and mass produced 
them on cassette tapes. Later they created an outline as 
a study guide so that individuals or congregations could 
take Sunset courses without coming to Lubbock. At first 
these congregations were called learning centers. Later 
they became known as Satellite Schools. 

By 1988 Sunset began recording courses on video. Each 
lesson was about 24 minutes, in hopes that they could 
be used on television. There were a few classes that did 
make it on air, but it was hard to find the right market and 
support to air the lessons. Despite this setback, Virgil and 
his team continued producing videos, and congregations 
began using videos along with the study guides for Bible 
classes. Throughout the years, Virgil has developed 32 
study guides for the audio courses and 43 study guides 
for the video courses. Once all of the video courses were 
complete, the idea of a full Satellite School was born. 
Tests and assignments were created to help complete 
the training for each course. Over the years, many 
churches have taken advantage of the opportunity to 
use the complete set of video courses as a training tool in 
their congregation. The Extension School began to offer 
certificates for completion of all the courses they offered. 
The Satellite Schools have brought many preachers and 
missionaries to Lubbock after they first got their feet wet 
in the deep Bible teaching that Sunset offers.

In the late 1990’s, Sunset began establishing international 
schools around the world. Most of these schools began 
using the courses from the Extension School. At first they 
were on VHS tapes and then DVD’s. Today all of the 70+ 
international schools are given a hard drive with all of 

Extending Sunset Around the World
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the videos and study guides as a resource for them 
to establish Biblical training within their own culture 
and using their own language.

As technology began to change so did the form 
in which the Extension School began to deliver 
its material. Within a few years after the year 2000, 
the Extension School grew to a complete bookstore, 
including the publication of Sunset’s own books as 
Sunset Institute Press. They also began to take these 
video courses and transcribe and convert them into 
book form. The books being written and published 
were in English, so during this time the Extension 
School began translating many of the most popular 
books into different languages. Books have been 
translated into Spanish, French, Russian, Arabic, 
Chinese, and Khmer. As technology has advanced, the 
possibilities for using these courses and developing 
more  courses continues to rise. Within the last 
decade, Sunset has developed an online studies 
program at sunsetonline.org. They are extending 
their reach using the very materials that they have 
been using for Satellite Schools to reach more people 
so that more people have the opportunity to study 
God’s Word. This past May, two of the Extension 
School graduates were from the online program.

Probably the use of all of the material from the 
Extension School with the most impact has come in the 
last four years. Virgil and the Extension School have 
worked with the rest of the school to reach people 
in places of the world that do not have electricity 
or the means in which to buy these materials. All of 
the 40 main courses have been placed onto our solar 
players that have been taken throughout Africa and 
now into Latin America and will continue to be taken 
throughout the world. 

Of course Virgil has never worked alone nor has he 
ever taken credit for any of these accomplishments 
on his own. Each decade Virgil has surrounded 
himself with capable hardworking individuals who 
have helped take these impossible dreams and make 
them into a reality. Part of every good leader is the 
ability to surround himself with the people he needs 
to accomplish goals. Virgil has always valued his 
teams and treated them with the respect that their 
hard work has deserved.

This fall, Virgil steps aside as the dean of the Extension 
School and hands the mantle of responsibility to 
Ron Kretz. Virgil will continue working with the 
Sunset Institute Press to ensure that the brotherhood 
continues to have material from sound teachers who 
continue to provide practical, biblical instruction for 
the world. Sunset will always remember the young 

man who accepted the call to take 
the classroom to the world. Cline 
Paden would never have been able 
to dream of what this man from 

Arizona would be able to do to 
help Sunset reach the world 
for Christ.

Extending Sunset Around the World
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SUNSET INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
85TH GRADUATING CLASS

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY

Bryan Bolander 
Lubbock, Texas

Thomas Beyer 
Lubbock, Texas

Jonathan Adams 
Frankston, Texas

Hongliang Zhai 
Lubbock, Texas

Mariko Irving 
Lubbock, Texas

Guy Brown 
Lubbock, Texas

BACHELOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

Jacque Gavrilys 
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma

Matthew Dietrich 
Saginaw, Michigan

Alysha DeCloud 
Springfield, Missouri

Brandon Crosby 
Davenport, Iowa

Luis Carrasco 
Irving, Texas

Matthew Glawe 
Lubbock, Texas

Julio Mendoza, Jr. 
Earth, Texas

Isaac McNally 
Commerce, Texas

Jonathan Jerabek 
Creede, Colorado

Scott Harris 
Abaco Island, Bahamas

Colette Harris 
Abaco Islan, Bahamas

Justin Morrison 
McVeytown, 
Pennsylvania

Randall Young 
Lubbock, Texas

Charles Weatherford 
Carlsbad, New Mexico

Christian Thompson 
Lubbock, Texas

Kyle Skelton 
Lubbock, Texas

James Rogers 
Lockett, Texas

Travis Young 
Lubbock, Texas

ASSOCIATE OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

Sandy Zimmerman 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Tabetha Rogers 
Lockett, Texas

June Robinson 
Lubbock, Texas

Huguette Carrasco 
Irving, Texas

Bailey Burgess 
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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[ ] YES, I/we will help. Enclosed is my one-time gift in the amount of $__________________.

[ ] YES, I/we will help on a monthly basis in the amount of $__________________ per month.

Please use my money for: 

	 Solar Event Phase III [ ] 	 Student Scholarships [ ] 	 Other______________________ 

You may also give online by clicking the “Donate” button at www.sibi.cc
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 	 Email:______________________________ 	

Address: _ _________________________________________________________________ 	 Phone: _ ___________________________ 	

City:________________________________________________________________________ 	 State:_______________________________ 	 Zip:____________

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________________________ 	 Expiration Date:_ _________________ 	

Credit Card Type: Visa / Mastercard / Discover _____________________ 	 CVV/CID:__________________________ 	

Sunset International Bible Institute • 3723 34th Street • Lubbock, Texas 79410 • 800/658-9553 • www.sibi.cc

Armando GonzalezThaddeus Bruno Jeremy Sigle

MASTER OF BIBLICAL STUDIES

BACHELOR OF BIBLICAL STUDIES
THROUGH THE EXTENSION SCHOOL

Channetta Williams
Guatemala

Jésus Sosa 
Mexico City

Abigail Sosa 
Mexico City

SCHOOL OF MISSIONS
Tommy Bailey 

(online)
Kaye Kiser Mary Jo Leber Joseph Samuel 

(online)
Darryl McDaniel

The 2016-2017 Residential School

SUNSET INTERNATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
85TH GRADUATING CLASS
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Memorial & Honor Gifts

Gifts in honor of or in 
memory of provide an 
excellent way to follow 
the biblical principle 
of “honor to whom 
honor is due,” while 
supporting fruitful and 
worthy ministries.

We would like to give a gift to the Sunset International Bible Institute of $__________
[ ] In Memory of _____________________________________________________________

[ ] In Honor of (Occasion) _ _____________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________ 	
 

This gift is from (Name): _______________________________________________________

 Address _________________________________________________________________

 City____________________________________________ State & Zip ________________

Send acknowledgements to (Name): _ ___________________________________________

 Address _________________________________________________________________

 City____________________________________________ State & Zip ________________

Send to: Sunset • Attention: Truitt Adair • 3723 34th Street • Lubbock, TX 79410

GIFTS IN HONOR or IN MEMORY OF

September 1, 2015 - August 15, 2016

In Honor of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by
Gonzalez, Mary Alice	 Mike & May Wischkaemper
	 Norma Minnick
	 Richard & Carolyn Wright
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
	 Speedy & Nancy Hart
	 Verdie M. Baker
Goodyear, Gwen	 Dan Goodyear
Grace, David	 Mac Farrar Family
Gray, Leonard	 Bill & Lily Abston
	 Dale & Nichole Knox
	 Laura Akin
	 Mary Hoover
	 White’s Ferry Road C/C - LA
Gray, Leonard & Marguerite	 Janet Robbins
Gray, Marguerite	 Jo Alice Leverett
Hale, June 	 Mac Farrar Family
Hale, Tommy	 Mack & Shirley Thomas
Haney, Francis	 Mac Farrar Family
Harding, Bill & Hazel	 Bob & Louise Anderson
Harrison, Curtis	 The Curtis Harrison Family
Hatton, Jewel	 Mac Farrar Family
Hawlins, Pam	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Hawthorne, Lauren (Roach)	 Charles & Hoycille 

Valentine
	 David Smith
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Hayes, Wanda	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
	 Dane Carr
	 David & Vi Turnbough
	 Don & Phyllis Williams
	 Lawanna Smith
	 Mac Farrar Family
	 Marilena Brigham
	 Norma Minnick
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
	 W. R. Collier
Heatwole, Elbert	 Mac Farrar Family
Henninger, Ruth	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Hibbens, Glenn	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Hicks, Billy Joe	 Mac Farrar Family
Holabird, Herby	 JaNeille (Holabird) Schaller & Bill 

Schaller
Hollman, Alfred & Clellie	 Troy Randolph

Adair, Truitt	 J.C. & Dorothy Newland
Adair, Truitt, Kay & Family	 James & Phyllis Cox
Beard, Eddie and Vada	 Gary Bodine
Bell, Greg	 Ruth and Dennis Oldham
Bontrager, Ron, Bev & Family	 James & Phyllis Cox
Garcia, Patrick & Brandon’a	 Ruth & Dennis Oldham
Jones, Linda Henderson	 Al Jones
King, Sam and family	 Ruth & Dennis Oldham
Paden, Bobbie	 Carla Phillips
	 Ken Miller
Paine, Billie	 J.C. & Dorothy Newland
Patton, Dorothy	 Leta Sarten
Robinson, June	 Leta Sarten
Sarten, Leta	 Ken Miller
Soliz, Danny & Charlotte	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Wharton, Ed & Martha	 Dee & Sandy Ellis

In Memory of	 Given by 
Abney, Betty	 Mac Farrar Family
Allen, Don	 Carolyn Sturdivant
Armstrong, Cecil	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Barker, Christine	 Cathy & Anthony DiMaria
Barnett, Nancy	 Mac Farrar Family
Beevers, Ronnie	 Bob & Sandy Jackson
Belt, I.V.	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Boatwright, Raymond Leroy	 Vera Boatwright
Bodine, Edwin	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Borland, Dorthy	 Mac Farrar Family
Bowers,  Nelma	 James & Anna Bridges
Bridges, J.W.	 Jack Henderson’s Life Group-Sunset C/C
Bryant, Stephnie	 Mac Farrar Family
Bunch, Cecil	 Marilena Brigham
Burrus, Novella Finto	 Norma Minnick
Bush, Brandon	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Cain, Gary	 Mac Farrar Family
Camp, Dale	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Carman, Roberta	 Mac Farrar Family
Castleman, John	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
	 Mac Farrar Family
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Caswell, Norman	 Mac Farrar Family
Coburn, Eloise	 Lawana Smith

Coburn, Eloise	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Cochran, Juanita	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
Colvin, Eloise	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Conaway, Dorothy	 LaMoine & LaNell Harrison
Cooper, Alice	 Jack Henderson’s Life Group-Sunset C/C
Couch, Joy	 Mike & Mary Wischkaemper
Couch, Shirley	 Marilena Brigham
Crowe, Vance	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Darden, Mary Jo	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Davis, Roger	 Jimmy & Janet Corley
Dawidow, Mike	 Bob & Louise Anderson
Day, Jerry	 Mac Farrar Family
Deavenport, Betty	 Mac Farrar Family
Dill, Kenneth Ross	 Rena K. Dill
Douglas, Jack L.	 Mac Farrar Family
Duncan, Betty	 Mac Farrar Family
Elliot, Tyler Allen	 Mac Farrar Family
Evans, Gerald	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Farner, Chad	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Fielder, Harry	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Fite, Margie	 Mac Farrar Family
Fitzgerald, Henry & Bertha	 Al & Bonnie Young
Foley, Mae	 Sandy Ellis
Forehand, Bob	 Mike & Sharon Williams
Forrister, John	 Speedy & Nancy Hart
Fowler, Taveres	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Franklin, Adam Ryan	 James Coffman
Fulbright, Johnny	 Mac Farrar Family
Gaines, Garland	 Wendell & Dell Hoover
Garner, Joe	 Gayla Hodge 
	 Lawana Smith
	 Lee & Sharon Towns
Gonzalez, Mary Alice	 Bob & Jan Crockett
	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
	 Delores Southerland
	 James & Phyllis Cox
	 James Deuon Baker
	 LaMoine Harrison
	 Larry & Ramona King
	 Lawanna Smith
	 Lynn & Celia Staggs
	 Marilena Brigham
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In Memory of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by In Memory of	 Given by
Hooten, Don	 Gene & Kerma McGuire
	 Mac Farrar Family
	 Robert & Jeanette Jones
Hunter, Nila	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Jackson, Mary Jane	 Mac Farrar Family
Jarboe, Tom & Bettye	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Jenkins, Aggie Bledsoe	 Wendell & Dell Hoover
Johnson, Walter	 David Smith
	 Mac Farrar Family
	 Marilena Brigham
	 Mike & Mary Wischkaemper
	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Jones, Jerry	 Mac Farrar Family
Jones, Norma Ann	 Al Jones
Kaufmann, Rip	 Mac Farrar Family
Kelly, Ida	 Jim Corley
Kester, Max	 Don & Phyllis Williams
	 Gayla Hodge 
Lary, Janice	 Cleora Boyd
	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
	 Lawana Smith
	 Lelan Pack
	 Mac Farrar Family
Lincoln, Abe	 Dot Lincoln Cunningham
Lindley, Nancy	 Mac Farrar Family
Livingston, Alice	 Ruth & Dennis Oldham
Lobley, Grady	 Jack & Ricki Moss
	 Mack & Shirley Thomas
Lock, Tana	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Loyd, Nelda	 Carla Phillips
	 Dr. & Mrs. Al Sneed
Macha, Nadine	 Mac Farrar Family
Malloy, Ken & Pat	 Mark E. Molloy
Maloney, Jason	 Larry & Ramona King
Marion, Thomas	 Beverly Macha
	 Bill & Lois Cates
	 Bob & Jan Crockett
	 Bourley & Rita Gray
	 Carla Phillips
	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
	 Charles & Jane Moore
	 Charles & Wanda Horton
	 David & Judy Bridges
	 David & Vi Turnbough
	 David Smith
	 Delores Southerland
	 Don & Phyllis Williams
	 Donald & Gale Fleer
	 Dot Cunningham
	 Doyle & Patsy Bradley
	 Gayla Hodge
	 Jack & Keeci Henderson
	 Jack Henderson’s Life Group-Sunset C/C
	 James & Deanna Baker
	 James & Phyllis Cox
	 Reid & Jonelle Warner
	 Joyce Brown
	 Laura Akin
	 Lawanna Smith
	 Lee & Sharon Towns
	 Lois Neill
	 Lynn & Celia Staggs
	 Marilena Brigham
	 Michael Cates
	 Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Sudduth
	 Nat & Jean Cooper
	 Pearleta Carothers
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
	 Wanda Parker & Patti Jennings
	 Wynelle Wagnon
Martin, Albert	 Lois Neill
Martin, Audra	 Alan & Billie Ruth Wonders
	 Bill & Vicki Edgar

Martin, Audra	 Brother’s Keepers/Prestoncrest C/C
	 Charles & Debra Bentley
	 Darwin (Peewee) Baker
	 David & Jeanne Peeler
	 Don & Lynnita Hufstedler
	 Dorothy White
	 Eunice Spurlock
	 J. W. Hamby
	 Jack & Murna Miller
	 Jerry & Pat Doughty
	 John Dee & Tara Walker
	 Kent & Donna Dunn
	 Larry & Carolyn Yurcho
	 Larry & Sharon Erikson
	 Laverne & Wilbur Smith
	 Marilena Brigham
	 Mr. & Mrs. Todd Miller
	 Paula & Dakota Baker
	 Prestoncrest C/C
	 Speedy & Nancy Hart
	 Terry & Debbie McCoy
Martin, Preston	 LaMoine & LaNell Harrison
Massie, Sayge Caroline	 Larry & Ramona King
McCafferty, Edward & Janice	 Mac Farrar Family
McFerrin, Jorda	 Mac Farrar Family
McHam, Teresa Gail	 Mac Farrar Family
Merritt, Patsey	 Mr. & Mrs. Earl Behrends
Minnink, Jim	 Ruth & Dennis Oldham
Mitchell, Wade	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Mize, Sandy	 Mac Farrar Family
Moore, Kara	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Morrison, Ernie	 Larry & Sandra Gordy
Mosley, F.L	 Michael & Janice Orr
Neal, Juanita	 Mac Farrar Family
Neathery, Maurice	 Lois Neathery
Newman, Marvin	 Mac Farrar Family
Norton, Gary	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
Null, Nan	 Bob & Sandy Jackson
Osburn, Ray	 Sun Valley C/C - Gilbert, AZ
Pace, Christie	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
Paden, Gerald	 Coy & Karen Cook
	 Ted & Evelyn Kell
	 Larry & Sandra Gordy
	 Lillian D. Jones
	 Mike & Mary Prossor
	 Rudine Vickery
	 Scott & Michelle Zant
	 Tim & Janet Brumfield
Paden, Jo	 Bob & Louise Anderson
Paine, Willard	 J.C. & Dorothy Newland
Perry, Don	 Randy & Paige Baldridge
	 Rilda Perry
Perry, Mary Ann	 James Coffman
Phillips, Herman	 Carla Phillips
	 Patricia Anne Smith
Pipes, Layne	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
	 Dee & Sandy Ellis
	 LaMoine Harrison
	 Lawana Smith
	 Speedy & Nancy Hart
	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
	 Virgil & Joy Yocham
Pope, Nell	 Roy & Ruth McGaugh
Porterfield, Ressie	 Mac Farrar Family
Priddy, Nancy	 Mac Farrar Family
Pruitt, Harvie	 Jack & Joan Rigney
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Rapp, Bonnie	 Lamoine Harrison
Ratliff, Wilda	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Reed, Chris	 Al & Iris Sneed
	 Judy C. Baird
	 Mac Farrar Family
	 Norma Minnick
	 Riley & Gwen Turner

Reed, Chris	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Reed, Mary	 David Smith
Reynolds, Charlene	 Mac Farrar Family
Riggan, Harold	 Mac Farrar Family
Riggins, Carolyn	 Larry & Pam Henderson
Rigney, Joan	 David & Vi Turnbough
	 Delores Southerland
	 Fred & Ann Gibson
	 Joyce Brown
	 Laura Akin
	 Lee & Sharon Towns
	 Norma Minnick
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
Roach, Jesse Ray	 James L. Coffman
Roye, Janie	 Anita Hinman
	 Bob & Sandy Jackson
	 Speedy & Nancy Hart
	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Schwab, Susan	 Mac Farrar Family
Scott, Lou	 Delores Southerland
	 Lawanna Smith
	 Lee & Sharon Towns
	 Laura Akin
	 Rusty & Sue Russwurm
	 Steve & Joy Plank
Scruggs, Jeffy	 Judy Scruggs
Sealy, Wayland Buck	 Mac Farrar Family
Shady, Jim	 Margaret Shady
Sherrill, Billy	 Mac Farrar Family
Skelton, Jodie	 Norman Clayton’s Life Group at Sunset 

C/C-Lubbock
	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Skelton, Lavena	 Bob & Louise Anderson
Slape, Leon	 Mac Farrar Family
Smart, Ed	 Joseph Chimenti
	 Larry & Deborah Ferguson
Smith, Chuck	 Patricia Anne Smith
Smith, Mary	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Smith, Norma Dean	 Mac Farrar Family
Snelson, Joyce	 Charles & Karen Nance
Snodgrass, Alice	 David Smith
	 Mac Farrar Family
Strachan, Alex	 Bob & Louise Anderson
Strother, Everette	 Mac Farrar Family
Stroud, Lonnie Gene	 Mac Farrar Family
Taylor, Betty	 Laura Akin
	 Lee & Sharon Towns
	 Marilena Brigham
Terry, Archie	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Thomas, Betty	 Norma Minnick & Pam Crosno
Thomas, Lloyd	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Thomas, Patricia Lee	 Harry Thomas
Thompson, Danny	 Jack & Ricki Moss
Tubb, Dick	 Mac Farrar Family
Van Zandt, Joel	 Mac Farrar Family
Walker, George	 Sunset C/C - Lubbock, TX
Walton, John	 Janelle Thornton
	 Mac Farrar Family
Warnick, Frances	 W.R. Collier
Webb, John	 Ann Hamby King
Welch, Julie Dawn	 Mac Farrar Family
Westmoreland, Foy	 Mac Farrar Family
Williams, Don	 Charles & Hoycille Valentine
Withers, Anna	 The Farrar, Dodd & Cook Families
Witt, George	 Mac Farrar Family
Wood, Dalton	 David Smith
Wright, Eldon Lynn	 Mac Farrar Family
Zant, Dale & Ethellynn 	 Karen Cook
Zant, Dudley & June	 Karen Cook
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Cecil Bunch (‘69) of Clovis, New Mexico, passed 
away January 13, 2016, at the age of 92. Cecil was 
born in Lindsay, Oklahoma, and served in the 
United States Navy Seabees in 1945. He married 
Jo Jester on November 4, 1946, and worked as a 
salesman for many years. Later, Cecil decided to become a 
minister and started his ministry career in Tuttle, Oklahoma. 
He was also a minister in Dennison and Honey Grove, 
Texas. While at Armstrong Church of Christ, the elders 
sponsored Cecil to attend Sunset School of Preaching where 
he completed the program in 1969. He went on to serve the 
churches at Crockett, Bovina, and Sherman, Texas, and 21st 
Street Church of Christ in Clovis where Cecil served as a 
minister and elder for 36 years.
 
David Donaldson (‘01), of the Satolah Community, Clayton, 
Georgia, died Thursday, August 27, 2015, in Highlands, 
North Carolina, at the age of 81. He was born in Jefferson 
County, Alabama, March 29, 1934, to the late Samuel R. 
Donaldson and Mildred Hudson Donaldson. He retired as 
a printer with the Government Printing Office.

Pedro (Pete) Garcia (‘65), of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
surrounded by his loving family, went home to be with his 
Savior on Tuesday, August 16, 2016, at the age of 87. Pete 
was born October 19, 1928, in Rhineland, Texas. Pete was 
a graduate of the first class in 1965 of the Sunset School of 
Preaching. He went on to begin congregations among the 
Hispanic diaspora, first to Idalou and Brownfield, Texas, 
then on to Saginaw, Michigan. He is survived by his wife of 
63 years, Ana, whose faithfulness brought him to Christ in 
the first place. He lived his last years after retirement from 
General Motors with an easy smile worshiping at Southern 
Hills Church of Christ in Shreveport.

Leonard Gray, a former White’s Ferry Road 
instructor, 92, was born May 3, 1923, and 
passed from this life on January 30, 2016. 
He served as a pilot in the United States 
Army Air Corps. Mr. Gray was a preacher 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for more than 
65 years, and also a missionary, author, and 
educator of ministers internationally. He is preceded in 
death by his sweetheart of 72 years, Marguerite Gray.

Rondell Mullins (WFR ‘75), of Midlothian, 
Texas, died August 27, 2015, at his home, at 
the age of 80. He was born May 13, 1935, in 
Mountain Home, Oklahoma. Ronnie was 
a proud U.S. Army veteran. He earned his 
bachelor’s of science from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University and his master’s degree 
from North Texas State University. He was an educator 
for 43 years, having served 28 of those years in Red Oak 
Independent School District. He was a member of Cedar 
Hill Church of Christ and served faithfully in Children’s 
Bible Hour for 35 years. 

Richard “Bruce” Sells (‘77), of Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, died January 9, 2016, at the age of 71. 
Richard Bruce Sells was born March 16, 1944, 
and attended Sunset School of Preaching, 
graduating in 1976. Bruce preached around Fort 
Dodge but mainly served in the Westside Church of Christ. 
He will always be remembered for his quick wit and his vast 
knowledge on any subject. His family was very important to 
him. Bruce was a member of Westside Church of Christ and 
enjoyed bowling. He enjoyed watching sports, especially 
the Hawkeyes and the Chicago Bears and Cubs.

Ed Scott (‘76), died September 12, 2015, in Grants, New 
Mexico, at the age of 72. After graduating from Sunset, Ed 
and his wife Carolyn were missionaries to Botswana. 

Dr. Virgil Trout, former preacher of the 
Sunset Church of Christ, 89, went home to 
be with his Lord and Savior on Tuesday, 
August 16, 2016, in Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
Dr. Trout was born on July 29, 1927, in 
Pooleville, Oklahoma. Dr. Trout received 
two doctorate degrees: a Doctor of Laws 
Degree from Pepperdine University and a 
Doctor of Divinity Degree from Oklahoma 
Christian College. He was widely regarded as one of the 
top speakers of the 20th Century, speaking across the 
globe in Europe, Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, Canada, and 
in 44 different states. During his career, he had delivered 
speeches at over a third of the major universities in the 
United States, including Harvard and MIT. Dr. Trout was first 
and foremost a minister of the Word of God. He delivered 
sermons from the pulpit of many churches across the 
country and throughout the world. His calling in life was to 
“go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation” 
(Mark 16:15), which he did with incredible faithfulness 
and dedication through many different avenues, including 
press, radio, and television. Dr. Trout baptized countless 
souls into the Church, including his own parents. Dr. Trout 
had been serving most recently as full-time minister at the 
Ringling Church of Christ since 2001, as well as being the 
community minister for the Church of Christ on Merrick 
Drive in Ardmore. He was a living example of faithfulness 
and study of God’s word, having missed only seven Sunday 
services in the last 63 years of preaching. 

Katheryn Whitley (‘88) passed away on Friday, March 4, 
2016, at the age of 83. She was born Nov. 10, 1932, in Brady 
Township, Oklahoma. Katheryn graduated from Eldorado 
High School in 1950 and attended Sunset School of Preaching 
in 1984. In October 1949, she married Billy Whitley in Las 
Cruses, New Mexico. The couple moved from Balmorhea, 
Texas, to Lubbock in 1984. She enjoyed sewing and was a 
member of Sunset Church of Christ.
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Matt Glawe fills several roles at SIBI. 
He graduated in January of this year 
and immediately began working with 

evangelism and admissions. While Matt was earning 
his bachelor of biblical studies degree, his wife Sarah 
audited the women’s program. Matt, Sarah, and 
their two children, Wyatt (7), and Kaylee (5), quickly 
fell in love with Lubbock and the people at Sunset 
and were glad for the opportunity to stay and work 
with Sunset.

Matt was originally brought on board to assist 
with evangelism training outside of the classroom. 
He is responsible for coordinating our domestic 
evangelistic campaigns, but his role has quickly grown into other areas. Matt works side by side with Speedy 
Hart in our admissions department and is working with Tim Brumfield, our international student coordinator, to 
help enroll international students. Matt is also instrumental in helping get our students involved with ministries 
within the Sunset Church of Christ.

Sunset currently devotes one week in March to evangelistic campaigns. Each student is required to work with 
one of the numerous campaign opportunities offered during that week, or at other times throughout the year. 
Matt is always seeking congregations within a comfortable driving distance of Lubbock that are willing to house, 
feed, and work with several students. If the congregation is interested, he will conduct a seminar in conjunction 
with a campaign. Matt would love to bring a group of students to your congregation that would share the saving 
message of Jesus in your community. His primary goal with evangelism training is to better equip students for 
soul winning before they leave.

Matt also frequently travels across the United States seeking qualified and gifted students who will devote 
their lives to preaching and teaching. His travel takes him to numerous lectureships and seminars as well as 
individual congregations. One of Matt’s goals with admissions is to create more of what he calls “seed beds,” or 
congregations that will shoulder tap their young people and help prepare and encourage them to enter ministry. 
Sunset’s best recruiters have always been alumni who work within a congregation to find qualified students, 
prepare them and support them through the entire ministry training process. He is calling on you right now to 
start preparing the young people in your congregation for ministry.

When students begin to 
arrive in July and August, Matt 
and Speedy are eager to meet 
them and help them get settled 
into life in Lubbock. Matt is the 
first person students see when 
orientation begins. He spends 
Sunday afternoon helping them 
become familiar with the Sunset 
Church of Christ so they can 
find a place to belong while they 
are here. After that, he makes 
himself available to help students 
get settled into the demanding 
groove of student life.

Matt and his family love 
Sunset and are thrilled to be a 
part of the ministry of “training 
whole persons to preach the 
whole gospel to the whole world 
wholly to please God.”

New Face and a 
New Position
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Online School Gets a New Dean

Sunset is excited to announce that Tommy Bailey has been 
brought on board to take over as dean of the online degree 
program. Tommy is taking over from Ron Kretz, who is 

transitioning to dean of External Studies, assuming the role from 
Virgil Yocham. 

Tommy comes to the Lubbock campus after preaching with the 
Spur, Texas, congregation for the past six years. Prior to that he 
preached eight years for a small church near Enola, Arkansas. 

While preaching at Spur, Tommy signed up for the online 
degree program and began his classes in October of 2013. He lit 
the online program on fire, completing all forty online classes 
quickly while preaching full time. Studying at the pace of a 
resident student, Tommy exhibited a remarkable discipline that 
allowed him to complete his studies in an exemplary manner. 

Born and raised in Arkansas, Tommy was brought up in a 
devoted Christian home where he developed a strong sense of 
service, duty and commitment to the Lord. Tommy served in the 
United States Marine Corps, retiring after 20 years as a Captain. 
While in the military, Tommy learned the challenges and great 
rewards in leadership, developing a strong sense of honor, 
courage and commitment. After hanging up his uniform he went 
into full time ministry. 

Tommy and his wife, Peggy, have raised three beautiful girls. The oldest is in the Air Force, the middle 
girl lives in Tampa, Florida, and their youngest lives in Matador, Texas, with her husband and their three 
grandsons, and another on the way. 

His ministry at Sunset is to lead, direct and further develop the online bachelor’s degree program for 
the future. With his experience in local ministry and bringing with him the vast amount of knowledge he 
learned while serving in the Marine Corps, he is uniquely qualified to assume the leadership of this very 
important ministry for equipping churches.

 The online bachelor’s degree program Tommy is leading is designed to make it easy for students to 
begin and study for a bachelor’s degree. Once students go to the site, they register for an account, apply 
for acceptance into the degree program, and can then begin classes immediately.

•	 All courses are self-paced.
•	 Credit courses only cost $135.00 ($45.00 per credit hour).
•	 Audit courses cost only $25.00 per course.
•	 Earn a 120 hour degree for a complete bachelor of biblical studies degree (book costs not included).
For congregations who are looking to train up young men in their own communities as future ministers 

and evangelistic leaders, sponsoring one or more of them as an online student is an excellent investment for 
the future of the Lord’s church. For international students, and those stateside with special circumstance, 
there are also scholarship funds available. If a student has a computer with internet access, he or she can 
enroll today at www.sunsetonline.org and begin their studies. 

As Tommy begins his ministry here at Sunset, he is looking to raise the support he needs. If you or your 
congregation would like to partner with Tommy to enable him to continue this ministry, contact Sunset.

www.sunsetonline.org $10
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